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A growing interest in the energy communities is a response to the EU energy transition goals, and especially EU Directives (IEM, 2019; RED-II, 2018). A topic moves from being a residual until 2014 to one of the key issues for the energy policies in 2022. Therefore, a literature review can contribute to understanding of the current state of research and a future agenda, also discover important ideas left behind the general attention. The present article is built upon a twenty-year dataset collected from the Scopus database. The objectives are to investigate journals, authors, directions of research, papers that discuss energy communities in social sciences. The dataset contains 1082 papers from 408 journals, conference proceedings, books from a period between 2002 and 2022. A descriptive analysis of the most influential journals and authors in the field is performed using bibliometric methods and R statistical package. Most cited papers are reviewed. Firstly, it produces cross-country and cross-science comparative insights. Second, it delivers proxies for a subsequent Homogeneity analysis by means of alternating least squares (HOMALS) method. HOMALS is used to discuss the similarity between the topics debated by journals. Subsequently, a wide-range map of topics is presented that show current areas of interest as well as emphasize research gaps. 
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