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Comparing climate emergency declarations and local climate plans: An analysis of Italian municipalities
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Cities are at the forefront of local climate action, being responsible for about 70% of global energy-related greenhouse gas emissions and experiencing an increasing number of climate change-induced extreme events.
Italian cities, with their unique geographical and climatic conditions within the Mediterranean hotspot, have recently become protagonists of climate planning, as demonstrated by the massive adhesion to the European initiative of the Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy, despite the delays in national climate legislation.
As of 4 April 2022, 4,894 cities representing 53,545,410 inhabitants are voluntary signatories of the Covenant of Mayors, corresponding to 89% of the Italian population. Signatory cities are required to implement sustainable energy policies within their territories by developing adequate Local Climate Plans (LCP) based on a common model, the so-called Sustainable Energy and Climate Action Plan (SECAP), which describes the steps towards their 2030 targets both in terms of mitigation and adaptation to climate change. 
More recently, Italian cities have also been reached by the "Climate Emergency" movement and local administrations have been confronted with demands from civil society for concrete actions to adequately address climate challenges.
The presentation will focus on the outcomes of a recent study aimed at understanding the impact of the “Climate Emergency” movement in Italian cities and will shed light on the current climate action of cities that have declared a climate emergency (referred to here as CED cities) by analysing their LCPs.
In particular, the geographical distribution of CED cities, their participation in transnational climate networks, and their GHG emission reduction targets will be presented and policy implications will be drawn.
The results of our study show that the "climate emergency" movement was backed by 105 Italian cities geographically centred in the northern regions at the end of February 2021 (43.8% in the North-West and 22.9% in the North-East). The motivation behind a CED is often attributable to local populations calling for concrete climate action in their councils (91.1% referring to the Friday for Future movement) but also to an increased perception of the impacts of climate change (85.6% referring to the IPCC Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5 °C)". 
This is one of the few studies analysing the effects of the CED movement on cities and, to the authors' knowledge, the first to focus on the Italian situation. It paves the way for further research on a larger scale (e.g., at the pan-European level) to compare the climate efforts of cities with CEDs with those without CEDs, but also to monitor over time the effective transition from climate emergency declarations to local climate plans.
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