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It is commonly assumed by the projects demonstrating concepts for positive energy districts in cities across Europe that citizens want and need to be involved in the development of these concepts as an essential condition for positive energy districts to be deployed successfully and to achieve the expected societal goals. The different modes of energy citizenship range from individual engagement to collective initiatives and citizen energy communities that act as market party and engage in peer2peer trading.
Six different research and innovation projects are investigating the different forms of energy citizenship in positive energy districts and their impacts. They aim to apply a transdisciplinary approach to collaborative research and to impact assessment. The interim results are described, and preliminary conclusions on impact are drawn. The projects each used different approaches to engage citizens, targeting different citizen groups. Progress is monitored but only fragmentary evidence on the impact has been gathered. Transdisciplinary approaches are being developed but are still immature. Few examples are available where citizens have been able to have a substantial impact on the design of PEDs, beyond the legally required consultation procedures. This was the case in exceptionally advanced communities, which are not representative of other much larger citizen populations that need to be engaged in replication of PEDs to achieve a wide-reaching impact. 
The following two questions are addressed: 1) What is the interest in, acceptance and uptake of citizens to engage in positive energy districts? 2) What impact from citizen engagement is observed and validated already in the ongoing demonstration projects of positive energy?
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