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Do you want to live in a Positive Energy District? A review of Quality-of-Life indicators from existing PED projects
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Under the strategic vision of Europe becoming a global role model in integrated solutions for the planning, deployment and replication of Positive Energy Districts (PEDs), a number of projects have been initiated to mobilise cities, construction actors, energy providers, investors and citizens to realise PEDs. As these PED projects evolve, it has been increasing recognized that priority needs to be given to quality-of-life aspects if PEDs are to be occupied by people and if PEDs are to be replicated and mainstreamed. However, there has yet to be a systematic review of relevant quality-of life indicators for PED projects.
There is a call for an Integrated PED definition that should preserve its distinctive and intrinsic characteristic of having a positive energy balance but complemented by quality indicators that are crucial for its eventual operation and upscaling. By drawing on a pool of PED projects in different phases of completion (from planning, design, construction and eventual operation), the paper aims to compare and categorise the quality-of-life indicators suggested for PEDs to date.
In order to embark on a robust human-centric approach towards implementing every PED that is contextualized to its local needs and culture, an awareness and understanding of quality-of-life indicators is indispensable. 
The outcome of this paper, an initial framework of quality-of-life indicators that includes well-being and social aspects for PEDs, is part of the ongoing work undertaken by IEA EBC Annex 83. It will also contribute to the ongoing initiative in the development of an integrated PED definition.
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